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ABSTRACT 
 To try and curb the deer population at Allerton Park (Monticello, Illinois), a deer 
management program was instated in the fall of 2004 to reduce the size of the herd. After trial of 
a few different types of deer seasons at the park, the Allerton deer management program now 
uses a 16 week archery hunt from October through January; among other harvest and usage 
restrictions, hunters are also required to volunteer 30 hours of their time to the park. All 35 
Allerton Park hunters were mailed an 8-page questionnaire, and we received 23 (70%) 
questionnaires. Ninety-five percent of Allerton Park hunters indicated they had hunted at the 
park in previous years; 45% indicated there was no change in harvest for the 2012-13 season 
from previous years. We discuss hunter satisfaction and agreement with Allerton Park hunting 
and regulations along with hunter attitudes toward deer hunting.  
 
OBJECTIVE 
 To survey deer hunters at Allerton Park to determine their opinions, activities, harvests, and 
characteristics. 
 
METHODS 
 All 35 persons who received an Allerton Park deer hunting permit and hunted during the 
2012-13 season were mailed an 8-page questionnaire (Appendix A), cover letter (Appendix B), 
and a postage-paid return envelope on 22 May 2013. Nonrespondents were mailed a thank 
you/reminder postcard (Appendix C) on 6 June 2013. Remaining nonrespondents were mailed a 
second questionnaire and cover letter (Appendix D) on 18 June 2013; Allerton Park hunters who 
did not respond to the previous mailings were mailed a second thank you/reminder postcard on 8 
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July 2013. The initial sample of 35 recipients was reduced to 33 due to undeliverable addresses 
(6%). Of the remaining 23 surveys received, 21 were deemed useable (64%). Data were coded, 
entered, and analyzed using SPSS 20.0 (SPSS Inc. 2011). 
 
RESULTS 
Deer Hunter Experience at Allerton Park 
 Allerton Park Deer Hunter Survey participants were asked a series of questions 
specifically pertaining to their use of Allerton Park in the 2012-13 and previous deer seasons. A 
majority of participants (95.2%) indicated “No,” that the 2012-13 season was not their first year 
hunting deer at Allerton Park (Table 1).  Of those who indicated they had hunted deer at Allerton 
Park previously, there was a wide range of responses for the number of years they have hunted 
before; the most frequent response was 8 years (25.0%) followed by 4 years (20.0%), and with 
10% of hunters in each category of 2, 3, 5, and 6 years (Table 2). 
 
Table 1. Distribution of first year hunters at Allerton Park.  
Was 2012-13 your first year hunting deer at Allerton Park? 
 Yes No 
% 4.8 95.2 
 
 
Table 2. Number of years participants hunted at Allerton Park. 
 n (%) 
2 years 2 (10.0) 
3 years 2 (10.0) 
4 years 4 (20.0) 
5 years 2 (10.0) 
6 years 2 (10.0) 
7 years 1 (5.0) 
8 years 5 (25.0) 
9 years 2 (10.0) 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park.  
N=20 
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Figure 1. Including the 2012-13 deer season, number of years hunted  
at Allerton Park. 
 
 
 When participants were asked about the number of deer they saw at Allerton Park during 
the 2012-13 season compared to past years, 50.0% indicated that the number had “Decreased 
Moderately” (Table 3).  Another 35.0% responded it had “Decreased Slightly,” and 10.0% 
indicated the number of deer seen had “Decreased Considerably.” When asked about the number 
of deer they harvested, just under fifty percent indicated there was “No Change” (45.0%) (Table 
4). A smaller portion of participants indicated they harvested fewer deer; 40% responded that 
their deer harvest “Decreased Considerably,” “Decreased Moderately,” or “Decreased Slightly.” 
However, 15% of participants said their harvest “Increased Slightly” or “Increased Moderately.”  
 
Table 3. Change in number of deer seen at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season. 
 Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly 
No 
Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
% 10.0 50.0 35.0 0 5.0 0 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park. 
N=20 
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Table 4. Change in Allerton deer hunter harvest for 2012-13 compared to previous years. 
 Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly 
No 
Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
% 10.0 15.0 15.0 45.0 10.0 5.0 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park. 
N=20 
 
Participant Trends for Time Spent Deer Hunting at Allerton Park 
 Participant answers were split in approximate thirds when asked about the amount of 
time spent deer hunting at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season compared to previous years; 
30% indicated it “Decreased Considerably,” “Decreased Moderately,” or “Decreased Slightly,” 
35% indicated “No Change,” and 35% indicated “Increased Slightly,” Increased Moderately,” or 
“Increased Considerably” (Table 5). Of those who indicated their time spent hunting increased 
(slightly, moderately, or considerably), a majority said that it was due to “More time off from 
work” (85.7%); the second most frequent response from 57.1% of participants was that their time 
hunting increased at Allerton Park due to “Hunting partners” (Table 6). Similarly, participants 
who indicated their time spent hunting decreased (slightly, moderately, or considerably) 
responded most frequently that it was due to “Work conflicts” (83.3%); 50.0% also indicated “I 
had other places to hunt” (Table 7).  
 
Table 5. Change in the amount of time participant’s spent deer hunting at Allerton Park during 
the 2012-13 season as compared to past seasons. 
 Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly 
No 
Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
% 5.0 15.0 10.0 35.0 10.0 20.0 5.0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park. 
N=20 
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Table 6. Reasons for increased time spent deer hunting at Allerton Park in 2012-13.  Percentages 
total greater than 100 because respondents could select all that apply. 
 % 
More time off from work 
 
85.7 
Fewer family obligations 
 
28.6 
Harvested a deer late in the season 
 
28.6 
I had more deer permits 
 
14.3 
Good hunting weather 14.3 
Different/better equipment 
 
0 
Close proximity to where I work or live 
 
28.6 
Better health 
 
0 
More deer to hunt 
 
0 
Fewer hunters 0 
Fewer hikers or other park visitors 
 
0 
I had fewer places to hunt 
 
14.3 
Hunted other species less, such as ducks, etc. 
 
0 
Hunting Partners 
 
57.1 
Other* 14.3 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park 
AND that the time they spent deer hunting increased.  
N=7 
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Table 7. Reasons for decreased time spent deer hunting at Allerton Park in 2012-13. Percentages 
total greater than 100 because respondents could select all that apply.  
 % (n) 
Work conflicts 
 
83.3 
Family conflicts 
 
16.7 
I harvested my deer early in the season 
 
0 
I had fewer deer permits 
 
0 
Harvested enough deer 0 
Poor hunting weather 
 
0 
Too far from where I work or live 
 
0 
No partners to hunt with 
 
0 
Medical reasons 
 
33.3 
Fewer deer to hunt 16.7 
Too many other hunters 
 
0 
Too many hikers or park users 
 
0 
Did not like the “doe first” harvest rule 
 
0 
I had other places to hunt 
 
50.0 
Regulations too confusing 
 
0 
Other 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park 
AND that the time they spent deer hunting decreased.  
N=6 
 
Participant Opinion of Deer Populations at Allerton Park 
 Nearly 60% of participants felt that the deer population of Allerton Park during the 2012-
13 season was “Low”; however, 26.3% felt it was “About Right” (Table 8).  None of the 
participants indicated the population was “High” or “Too High.”  
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Table 8. Participant opinion of the deer population at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season.  
 Too Low Low About Right High Too High 
% 15.8 57.9 26.3 0 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park. 
N=19 
 
Importance of Deer Hunting Associated Activities 
 Because people hunt deer for many reasons, participants were asked to rank deer 
associated activities on a scale of how important it was to them; the scale ranged from 1=“Not at 
all Important” to 5=“Extremely Important.” The first category “Using my own equipment” was 
marked as “Extremely Important” by 40% of participants, while “Important” and “Somewhat 
Important” were indicated by 20% and 30% of participants respectively (Table 9). Over 50% 
(55%) felt that “Hunting with family/friends” was “Important” or “Extremely Important.” A 
majority (74%) also felt that “Harvesting deer” was “Important” or “Extremely Important”; a 
similar percentage (79%) also indicated that “Developing my deer hunting skills” was 
“Important” or “Extremely Important.” “Getting food for me or my family” garnered higher 
frequencies as the level of importance rose—“Extremely Important” received a 30% response 
rate, “Important” a 25% rate, and “Somewhat Important” a 20% rate. Hunter participants gave 
value to “Experiencing solitude” with 90% indicating it was “Important” or “Extremely 
Important.” They felt it was less important to harvest “a large antlered buck”; 60% of 
participants indicated it was “Slightly Important” or “Somewhat Important.” A high majority of 
participants (95%) indicated that it is “Important” or “Extremely Important” to take “part in the 
hunting tradition.” “Getting away from work” was indicated as “Extremely Important” by 40.0%  
and “Important” by 25.0% of participants. Less than half of hunters felt that “Sharing my deer 
hunting skills with other” was “Important” (40.0%); however, another 30% of participants felt 
this was “Not at all Important” or “Slightly Important.” “Reducing stress” garnered high 
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frequencies of “Important” (35.0%) and “Extremely Important” (45.0%). “Getting away from 
crowds” received “Extremely Important” as the highest frequency (35.0%) followed closely by 
“Important” (30.0%) and “Somewhat Important” (30.0%).  
 
Table 9. Importance of reasons participants hunt.  
 Not at all 
Important 
% 
Slightly 
Important 
% 
Somewhat 
Important 
% 
Important 
% 
Extremely 
Important 
% 
Using my own equipment 
 
5.0 5.0 30.0 20.0 40.0 
Hunting with family/friends 
 
10.0 15.0 20.0 30.0 25.0 
Harvesting deer 
 
0 10.5 15.8 36.8 36.8 
Developing my deer hunting skills 10.5 5.3 5.3 31.6 47.4 
Enjoying nature and the outdoors 
 
0 0 0 30.0 70.0 
Getting food for me or my family 
 
10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 
Experiencing solitude 
 
0 0 10.0 55.0 35.0 
Harvesting a large antlered buck 
 
5.0 30.0 30.0 15.0 20.0 
Taking part in the hunting tradition 0 0 15.0 40.0 45.0 
Getting away from work 
 
5.0 10.0 20.0 25.0 40.0 
Sharing my deer hunting skills 
with others 
15.0 15.0 10.0 40.0 20.0 
Reducing stress 
 
0 5.0 15.0 35.0 45.0 
Getting away from crowds 0 5.0 30.0 30.0 35.0 
Cases selected for those who indicated it was not their first year hunting deer at Allerton Park. 
N=20 
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Hunter Satisfaction at Allerton Park 
 In order to gage hunter satisfaction of deer hunting at Allerton Park, participants were 
asked to rank a series of factors on a scale of 1=“Very Dissatisfied” to 5=“Very Satisfied.” 
Approximately half of the participants indicated they were “Dissatisfied” with the “Number of 
deer [they] saw” at Allerton Park (52.4%) (Table 10). When asked about the “Size of deer [they] 
saw,” similar frequencies of hunters indicated they were “Satisfied” (35.0%) and “Dissatisfied” 
(40.0%). A high majority of participants were “Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied” with the “Quality 
of the deer habitat” (86%). Over half of the participants were “Dissatisfied” with the “Amount of 
shooting opportunities you had”; 52.4% responded this way. Similarly, 52.4% of participants 
were also “Dissatisfied” with the “Number of bucks [they] saw”; 61.9% were also “Dissatisfied” 
with the “Antler size of bucks [they] saw.” A majority of hunters indicated they were satisfied 
with the “Ability to hunt the zones [they] wanted”; 71.4% responded they were “Very Satisfied” 
and 28.6% were “Satisfied.” The most frequent response to the factor “Quality of the racks on 
the bucks you saw” was “Dissatisfied” (55.0%) followed by “Satisfied” (25.0%). Hunters 
indicated a positive experience with “Sign-in/sign-out procedures”; half indicated they were 
“Satisfied” (52.4%) and the other half indicated they were “Very Satisfied.” Correspondingly, a 
high majority (86%) responded they were “Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied” with the “Overall 
hunting experience at Allerton Park.” 
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Table 10. Participant satisfaction with the 2012-13 deer season at Allerton Park. 
 Very 
Dissatisfied 
% 
Dissatisfied 
% 
Unsure 
% 
Satisfied 
% 
Very 
Satisfied 
% 
Number of deer you saw 
 
0 52.4 14.3 19.0 14.3 
Size of deer you saw 
 
5.0 40.0 15.0 35.0 5.0 
Quality of the deer habitat 4.8 4.8 4.8 57.1 28.6 
Amount of shooting opportunities 
you had 
 
0 52.4 14.3 19.0 14.3 
Number of bucks you saw 
 
4.8 52.4 14.3 19.0 9.5 
Antler size of bucks you saw 4.8 61.9 14.3 14.3 4.8 
Ability to hunt the zones you 
wanted 0 0 0 28.6 71.4 
Quality of the racks on the bucks 
you saw 5.0 55.0 10.0 25.0 5.0 
Sign-in/sign-out procedures 0 
 
0 0 52.4 47.6 
Overall hunting experience at 
Allerton Park 0 9.5 4.8 47.6 38.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 
 
Allerton Park Harvest Restrictions 
 Participants were asked about harvest restrictions at Allerton Park; they indicated how 
much they agreed or disagreed with each restriction on a scale of 1=“Strongly Disagree” to 
7=“Strongly Agree” (4=“Unsure”). No majority was seen to the factor “I would favor…An 
antler restriction”; the most frequent response was “Strongly Agree” (33.3%) followed by 
“Disagree” and “Agree” (both 19.0%) (Table 11). Similar frequencies of “Disagree” (33.3%) and 
“Agree” (28.6%) were given to the second factor, “I would favor…Limiting buck harvest to 
one.” Participants indicated “Strongly Disagree” (28.6%) is the highest frequency to “I would 
favor…Limiting doe harvest”; “Strongly Agree” was the second most frequent answer to this 
factor (23.8%).  
 
Table 11. Participant level of agreement with harvest restrictions at Allerton Park.  
I would favor: 
Strongly 
Disagree 
% 
Disagree 
% 
Slightly 
Disagree 
% 
Unsure 
% 
Slightly 
Agree 
% 
Agree 
% 
Strongly 
Agree 
% 
An antler 
restriction 
 
9.5 19.0 4.8 9.5 4.8 19.0 33.3 
Limiting buck 
harvest to one 
 
9.5 33.3 14.3 0 0 28.6 14.3 
Limiting doe 
harvest 28.6 19.0 4.8 4.8 9.5 9.5 23.8 
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Volunteer Program 
 Participants gave a unanimous decision to the survey question “Would you be willing to 
volunteer time at Allerton Park in exchange for hunting privileges”; 100.0% of respondents 
indicated “Yes” (Table 12). When asked how much time they would be willing to volunteer, 
participants most frequently responded “30 Hours” (36.8%); 28.6% responded “40 Hours,” and 
21.1% responded “20 Hours” (Table 13).  
Table 12. Participant volunteer agreement or disagreement 
Would you be willing to volunteer time at Allerton Park in exchange for hunting 
privileges? 
 Yes No 
% 100.0 0 
 
Table 13. Number of hours Allerton Park hunters are willing to volunteer to receive deer hunting 
privileges. 
Hours % 
20 
 
21.1 
24 
 
5.3 
25 
 
5.3 
30 
 
36.8 
40 31.6 
N=19 
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Deer Hunter Experience at Other Locations 
 Participants were asked whether they hunted deer in other locations outside of Allerton 
Park for the 2012-2013 Illinois deer seasons; 76.2% of participants indicated “Yes” they hunted 
deer in other locations (Table 14). Of the 4 respondents who indicated “No,” their most recent 
years to hunt outside of Allerton Park were 2006, 2007, 2010, and 2011 (Table 15). When 
comparing their Allerton Park hunting experience to other places participants have bow hunted, 
50.0% indicated Allerton Park was a “Worse” experience (Table 16). The following most 
frequent responses were “Same” (25.0%) and “Better” (18.8%). 
 
Table 14. Hunters’ hunting experiences outside of Allerton Park. 
Did you hunt deer in locations other than Allerton Park during any of the 2012-13 Illinois deer 
seasons (archery, shotgun, muzzleloader, etc.)? 
 Yes No 
% 76.2 23.8 
 
 
Table 15. Hunters’ most recent year hunting deer in Illinois in locations other than Allerton Park. 
License Year % 
2006 
 
25.0 
2007 
 
25.0 
2010 
 
25.0 
2011 25.0 
Cases selected for those who indicated “No” they did not hunt deer in locations other than 
Allerton Park.  
N=4 
 
Table 16. Hunters’ bow hunting experience at Allerton Park compared to other locations. 
 Much Worse Worse Same Better Much Better 
% 0 50.0 25.0 18.8 6.3 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park.  
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Hunter Harvest Data 
 Allerton Park deer hunters indicated their personal deer harvest in Illinois outside of 
Allerton Park between 1 October 2012 through 18 January 2013 including the counties they 
hunted in and the county most often hunted in, the number of days hunted, and the number of 
antlered and antlerless deer harvested. For respondents participating in archery seasons in 
Illinois, the mean number of days hunted was 36.82 with an average of 0.73 antlered deer and 
3.07 antlerless deer harvested per hunter (Table 17). During the regular firearm season, hunters 
logged an average of 4.22 days, 0.88 antlered and 1.25 antlerless deer harvested per hunter. An 
average of 3.0 days was spent during the muzzleloader-only season with a mean of 0 antlered 
and 1.0 antlerless deer harvested per hunter. For the late-winter firearm seasons, and average of 
2.0 antlerless deer harvested in 3.0 days. A total of zero deer in an average of 3.0 days were 
harvested from respondents who participated in Special CWD Seasons. A distribution of 
participant counties hunted is shown in Table 18. The most frequently hunted county was Piatt 
for archery seasons.  
 Participants also indicated how many deer they had harvested in each of the hunting 
categories in Illinois during the past 5 years. For antlered deer, participants most frequently 
harvested “1-4” for archery and firearm seasons (61.5% and 31.3%, respectively); for 
muzzleloader-only and Special CWD season, participants most frequently harvested “0” antlered 
deer (57.1% and 100.0%, respectively) (Table 19). Greater than 8 antlerless deer were harvested 
most frequently for archery (69.2%) and firearm (37.5%) seasons, while “0” deer was most 
frequent for muzzleloader (50.0%) and Special CWD (60.0%) season; late-winter firearm season 
hunters most frequently indicated they harvested “1-4” antlerless deer.  
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Table 17. Deer harvest data between October 1, 2012-January 18, 2013. 
 Mean # of Antlered 
Deer Harvested 
Mean # of Antlerless 
Deer Harvested 
Mean # of Days 
Hunted 
Archery Seasons 
 
0.73 3.07 36.82 
Regular Firearm Season 
 
0.88 1.25 4.22 
Muzzleloader-only Season 
 
0.00 1.00 3.00 
Late-winter Firearm Seasons 
 
--- 2.00 3.00 
Special CWD Seasons 0.00 0.00 3.00 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park.  
 
Table 18. Counties hunted most often for deer between October 1, 2012-January 18, 2013. 
(Frequencies listed) 
County A A-MO F F-MO ML ML-MO LW LW-MO CWD CWD-MO 
Adams 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 
Alexander 1 - - - - - - - - - 
Bond 2 - - - - - - - - - 
Champaign - 2 - - - - - - - - 
DeWitt 1 - - - - - - - - - 
LaSalle - - - - - 1 - - - - 
Macon 1 1 1 1 - - - - - - 
Marshall 1 - - - - - - - - - 
Menard 1 - - - - - - - - - 
Moultrie 1 - - 1 - - - - - - 
Piatt 8 10 1 1 - - - - - - 
Pope - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - 
Shelby - - 1 1 - - 1 1 - - 
Vermilion 1 - - - - - - - - - 
White 2 1 1 2 1 1 - 1 - - 
Winnebago 1 1 2 2 - - - - - 1 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park. A=Archery, F=Firearm, ML=Muzzle-loader, LW=Late-winter Firearm,  
CWD=special CWD season, MO=Most often hunted area 
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Table 19. Deer hunter harvest in Illinois over the past five years. 
Seasons Archery 
n (%) 
Firearm 
n (%) 
Muzzleloader-only 
n (%) 
Late-winter Firearm 
n (%) 
Special CWD 
n (%) 
Antlered      
0    1 (7.7) 1 (14.3) 4 (57.1) - 3 (100) 
1-4 8 (61.5) 5 (71.4) 2 (28.6) - 0 
5-8 4 (30.8) 1 (14.3) 1 (14.3) - 0 
>8 0 0 0 - 0 
Antlerless      
0 0 2 (25.0) 3 (50.0) 1 (16.7) 3 (60.0) 
1-4 2 (15.4) 2 (25.0) 1 (16.7) 4 (66.7) 2  (40.0) 
5-8 2 (15.4) 1 (12.5) 1 (16.7) 0 0 
>8 9 (69.2) 3 (37.5) 1 (16.7) 1 (16.7) 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park. 
 
When asked about the change over the past 5 years in total deer harvest in the county 
where they hunted deer most often, 68.8% of participants felt harvest had “Decreased Slightly” 
(Table 20). Similarly, 50.0% of respondents also felt the total deer harvest in Illinois over the 
past 5 years had “Decreased Slightly” (Table 21). 
 
Table 20. Perceived change in deer harvest in county where participants’ hunted deer most often. 
 Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly 
No 
Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
% 6.3 6.3 68.8 6.3 12.5 0 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park. 
 
Table 21. Perceived change in total deer harvest in Illinois over the past 5 years. 
 Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly 
No 
Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
% 0 12.5 50.0 18.8 12.5 6.3 0 
Cases selected for those who indicated “Yes” they hunted deer in locations other than Allerton 
Park. 
 
 
 
17 
 
Deer Hunter Attitudes 
 To gain an understanding of Allerton Park hunters’ attitudes towards deer hunting, 
participants were given a series of statements to rank on a scale of disagreement or agreement. 
Over 75% of participants (76%) indicated they “Agree” or “Strongly Agree” with the statement 
“I could not substitute any other activity for deer hunting” (Table 22). All participants indicated 
some form of agreement to the statement “I spend a lot of time in the off-season planning for 
deer hunting”; 28.6% indicated “Slightly Agree,” 38.1% indicated “Agree,” and 33.3% indicated 
“Strongly Agree.” The most frequent answer to “Harvesting a trophy buck is an important part of 
why I hunt deer” was “Slightly Agree” (42.9%). Nearly 50% of participants “Strongly Agree” 
with “I plan vacation time around deer seasons” (45.0%); another 25% “Slightly Agree” or 
“Agree” with that statement.  Most participants indicated “Strongly Disagree” or “Disagree” to 
the statement “I usually shoot the first legal deer, regardless of buck or doe” (72%). No 
significant majority was shown for “I feel Illinois should have antler restrictions to produce 
bucks with larger racks”; the most frequent response was “Slightly Agree” (28.6%). A large 
fraction of Allerton Park hunters “Slightly Agree,” “Agree,” or “Strongly Agree” with the 
statement “Deer hunting determines much of my lifestyle” (75%). Approximately 90% of 
participants indicated that they “Slightly Agree,” “Agree,” or “Strongly Agree” with “I hunt deer 
to put meat in the freezer.” The most frequent response to the statement “Harvesting a big buck 
is a measure of a hunter’s skill” was “Disagree” (38.1%), conversely, followed by “Agree” 
(28.6%). Over half of participants (52%) indicated they “Agree” or “Strongly Agree” with “I 
spend a lot of time before the season scouting the area I will hunt.” Another 52% “Slightly 
Agree” or “Agree” that “Emphasis on trophy bucks has ruined deer hunting”; approximately 
one-third of participants “Disagree” or “Slightly Disagree” with the same statement. 
Consequently, a majority of Allerton Park hunters disagree with the statement “I usually pass on 
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shots at does in order to take a buck”; 71% indicated “Strongly Disagree,” “Disagree,” or 
“Slightly Disagree” to the statement. The vast majority of Allerton Park deer hunters “would 
rather go deer hunting than do any other recreation”; 33.3% indicated “Slightly Agree,” 14.3% 
indicated “Agree,” and 42.9% indicated “Strongly Agree.” Response was varied to the statement 
“Deer managers should focus on providing bucks with large racks”; “Unsure” was the most 
frequent response followed by “Slightly Agree” and “Disagree” (23.8%, 19.0%, and 19.0%, 
respectively). A large majority answered “Slightly Agree,” “Agree,” or “Strongly Agree” to “I 
hunt deer for the challenge” (95%). Similarly, every participant answered in the agree spectrum 
for the statement “It takes skill to harvest deer”; 23.8% answered “Slightly Agree,” 42.9% 
answered “Agree,” and 33.3% answered “Strongly Agree.” The most frequent responses to 
“More emphasis should be placed on producing trophy deer” were “Disagree” (23.8%) and 
“Slightly Agree” (23.8%); 19.0% of participants also indicated “Slightly Disagree” to this 
statement. Over 70% of Allerton Park hunters “Strongly Disagree” or “Disagree” that 
“Harvesting smaller bucks will help produce a healthy herd” (71%).  
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Table 22. Hunter attitudes toward deer hunting. 
 
Strongly 
Disagree 
% 
Disagree 
% 
Slightly 
Disagree 
% 
Unsure 
% 
Slightly 
Agree 
% 
Agree 
% 
Strongly 
Agree 
% 
I could not substitute any other 
activity for deer hunting. 0 9.5 4.8 0 9.5 33.3 42.9 
I spend a lot of time in the off-
season planning for deer hunting. 0 0 0 0 28.6 38.1 33.3 
Harvesting a trophy buck is an 
important part of why I hunt deer. 4.8 19.0 9.5 0 42.9 9.5 14.3 
I plan vacation time around deer 
seasons. 5.0 5.0 5.0 15.0 10.0 15.0 45.0 
I usually shoot at the first legal deer, 
regardless of buck or doe.  42.9 28.6 4.8 0 0 9.5 14.3 
I feel Illinois should have antler 
restrictions to produce bucks with 
larger racks. 9.5 14.3 14.3 14.3 28.6 14.3 4.8 
Deer hunting determines much of 
my lifestyle. 0 10.0 10.0 5.0 5.0 40.0 30.0 
I hunt deer to put meat in the 
freezer. 0 4.8 0 4.8 33.3 23.8 33.3 
Harvesting a big buck is a measure 
of a hunter’s skill. 9.5 38.1 4.8 0 28.6 14.3 4.8 
I spend a lot of time before the 
season scouting the area I will hunt. 0 0 19.0 9.5 19.0 23.8 28.6 
Emphasis on trophy bucks has 
ruined deer hunting. 4.8 19.0 14.3 0 23.8 28.3 9.5 
I usually pass on shots at does in 
order to take a buck. 23.8 28.6 19.0 0 19.0 0 9.5 
I would rather go deer hunting than 
do any other recreation. 0 0 9.5 0 33.3 14.3 42.9 
Deer managers should focus on 
providing bucks with large racks. 14.3 19.0 14.3 23.8 19.0 9.5 0 
I hunt deer for the challenge. 0 0 4.8 0 9.5 42.9 42.9 
It takes skill to harvest deer. 0 0 0 0 23.8 42.9 33.3 
More emphasis should be placed on 
producing trophy deer. 9.5 23.8 19.0 9.5 23.8 0 14.3 
Harvesting smaller bucks will help 
produce a healthy herd.  33.3 38.1 0 14.3 9.5 4.8 0 
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Hunter Characteristics 
 The majority of Allerton Park hunters reside in Champaign County (n=12); other 
counties of residence include Piatt (5), Macon (3), and McLean (1) (Table 23). Participants most 
frequently fell in the 50-65 age range (n=11) (Table 24). The majority of hunter participants were 
male (n=19), and over half of all participants indicated they had been hunting in Illinois for more 
than 20 years (n=11) (Tables 25-26). When asked to describe how often they hunt deer in 
Illinois, 100% of the participants indicated they hunt deer in Illinois “Every Year” (Table 27).  
Table 23. Distribution of Allerton Park hunters by county of residence based on responses to the 
2012-13 Allerton Park Deer Hunter Survey. 
County  n County n 
Champaign 12 Macon 3 
McLean  1 Piatt 5 
N=21 
 
Table 24. Age distribution of Allerton Park hunters based   
on responses to the 2012-13 Allerton Park Deer Hunter Survey. 
Age n 
18-30 4 
31-49 6 
50-65 11 
N=21 
 
Table 25. Gender distribution of Allerton Park hunters by county of residence based on 
responses to the 2012-13 Allerton Park Deer Hunter Survey. 
Gender Male Female 
n 19 2 
N=21 
 
Table 26. Total years hunted deer in Illinois. 
Years n 
1-10 5 
11-20 5 
>20 11 
Range = 5-40, N=21 
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Table 27. Participant frequency of deer hunting in Illinois. 
Which of the following describes how often you hunt deer in Illinois? 
 Every Year Most Year Some but not most years 
% 100.0 0 0 
N=21 
 
 Most participants (90.5%) indicated “No” when asked whether they had purchased a 
crossbow in the past 12 months (Table 28). Similarly, 85.0% of respondents indicated “No” they 
did not hunt deer with a crossbow in Illinois during the second portion of the archery season 
(Table 29). For those who indicated they hunted with a crossbow in Illinois during the second 
portion of archery season (n=2), one respondent indicated he/she hunted deer with a crossbow 
because of a disability and/or because he/she is 62 years of age of older (Table 30). Hunters were 
asked how many days they spend preparing for deer hunting; greater than half of all respondents 
(52.4%) indicated they spend “More than 40 days” preparing (Table 31).  
 
Table 28. Frequency of participant crossbow purchases. 
Did you purchase a crossbow in the past 12 months? 
 Yes No 
% 9.5 90.5 
N=21 
 
Table 29. Participant crossbow use during the second portion of the archery season. 
Did you hunt deer with a crossbow in Illinois during the second portion of the archery season 
(beginning December 3, 2012)? 
 Yes No 
% 15.0 85.0 
N=20 
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Table 30. Participant use of crossbows because of disability or age. 
Did you hunt deer with a crossbow because of a disability and/or because you are 62 years of age 
or older? 
 Yes No 
n 1 1 
Cases selected for those who said they hunted with a crossbow in Illinois during the second 
portion of the archery season.  
 
Table 31. Approximate number of days spent preparing for deer hunting. 
Days % 
1-10 0 
11-20 4.8 
21-30 23.8 
31-40 19.0 
More than 40 days 52.4 
 
 Hunters were asked a series of questions about deer hunting shows that they could watch 
on a variety of media. A vast majority of participants indicated “Yes” they watch deer hunting 
shows (95.2%) (Table 32). The type of media most frequently used to watch said shows was 
“TV” (66.7%) (Table 33). Allerton Park deer hunters tend to watch hunting shows at least once a 
year; 40.0% of respondents indicated they watch shows every week, and another 35.0% watch 
shows about 3 times a month (Table 34). The most frequently answered reason to watch hunting 
programs was “To be entertained” (44.4%) (Table 35).  
  
Table 32. Participant use of deer hunting shows. 
Do you watch deer hunting shows (TV, DVDs, Internet, etc.)? 
 Yes No 
% 95.2 4.8 
 
 
Table 33. Media used for watching deer hunting shows. 
What do you watch deer hunting shows on most often? 
 Internet DVDs TV 
% 11.1 22.2 66.7 
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Table 34. Frequency of watching deer hunting shows in the past 12 months. 
 % 
Every week 
 
40.0 
About 3 times a month 
 
35.0 
Between 5 and 12 times in the past year 
 
25.0 
Less than 5 times in the past year 0 
 
 
Table 35. Reasons for watching hunting programs. 
 % 
To learn new hunting techniques 
 
16.7 
To get ideas where to take hunting trips 
 
0 
To be entertained 
 
44.4 
To learn about wildlife management 
 
0 
To see hunts in different locations 
 
16.7 
To watch trophy deer get harvested 
 
11.1 
Other * 11.1 
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 When asked about the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA), over half of 
respondents indicated “No” they don’t belong to the QDMA (52.4%); over 40% indicated “No, 
but I’ve heard of it” (42.9%) (Table 36). If only given a single day to hunt, the majority of 
Allerton Park hunters indicated they would hunt “Deer (archery)” (85.7%) (Table 37).  
 
Table 36. Participant membership to QDMA. 
Do you belong to the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA)? 
 Yes No No, but I’ve heard of it 
% 4.8 52.4 42.9 
 
 
Table 37. Participant hunting preference. 
If you could only have one day to hunt, which of the following would you hunt? 
 % 
Ducks 0 
Deer (archery) 85.7 
Deer (firearm) 9.5 
Deer (muzzleloader) 4.8 
Geese 0 
Furbearers 0 
Pheasants 0 
Quail 0 
Squirrels 0 
Rabbits 0 
Doves 0 
Turkeys 0 
N=21 
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Appendix A 
 
2012-13 Allerton Park  
Deer Hunter  
Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Illinois Natural History Survey 
        
  
The Illinois Natural History Survey and the University of Illinois is requesting information regarding your hunting 
experience.  Your participation is voluntary. 
ALL RESPONSES ARE CONFIDENTIAL 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
Postage-paid return envelope provided 
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Section 1.  2012-13 Deer Season at Allerton Park.   Please tell us about your hunting experience during the 
2012-13 deer season at Allerton Park.  Please report your answers to the following using only your personal 
experience. 
1.  Was 2012-13 your first year hunting deer at Allerton Park? 
____ Yes (please go to Question 8)  ____ No 
 
2.  Including the 2012-13 deer season, how many years have you hunted deer at Allerton Park? 
____ Years 
 
3.  How does the number of deer you saw at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season compare to past years? 
Please circle the number that matches your response. 
Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly No Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
4.  How does the number of deer you harvested at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season compare to past 
years? Please circle the number that matches your response. 
Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly No Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
5.  How did the amount of time you spent deer hunting at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season compare 
to past years?  Please circle the number that matches your response. 
Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly No Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
6.  If you the time you spent deer hunting at Allerton Park increased in 2012-13, was it due to: (Please 
check all that apply). 
____ More time off from work   ____ Better health 
____ Fewer family obligations   ____ More deer to hunt 
____ Harvested a deer late in the season  ____ Fewer hunters 
____ I had more deer permits    ____ Fewer hikers or other park visitors 
____ Good hunting weather    ____ I had fewer places to hunt 
____ Different/better equipment   ____ Hunted other species less, such as ducks, etc. 
____ Close proximity to where I work or live ____ Hunting partners 
____ Other (please specify) _________________ 
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7.  If your time you spent deer hunting at Allerton Park decreased in 2012-13, was it due to: (Please check 
all that apply). 
____ Work conflicts     ____ Medical reasons 
____ Family conflicts     ____ Fewer deer to hunt 
____ I harvested my deer early in the season  ____ Too many other hunters 
____ I had fewer deer permits   ____ Too many hikers or other park users 
____ Harvested enough deer    ____ Did not like the “doe first” harvest rule 
____ Poor hunting weather    ____ I had other places to hunt 
____ Too far from where I work or live  ____ Regulations too confusing 
____ No partners to hunt with   ____ Other (please specify) __________________ 
8.  Please give your opinion of the deer population at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 season. Please circle 
the number that matches your response. 
Too Low Low About Right High Too High 
1 2 3 4 5 
9. People hunt deer for many reasons. Please circle the number that best describes how important each of the 
following reasons is to you. 
 
Not at all 
Important 
Slightly 
Important 
Somewhat 
Important Important 
Extremely 
Important 
Using my own equipment 1 2 3 4 5 
Hunting with family/friends 1 2 3 4 5 
Harvesting deer 1 2 3 4 5 
Developing my deer hunting skills 1 2 3 4 5 
Enjoying nature and the outdoors 1 2 3 4 5 
Getting food for me or my family 1 2 3 4 5 
Experiencing solitude 1 2 3 4 5 
Harvesting a large antlered buck 1 2 3 4 5 
Taking part in the hunting tradition 1 2 3 4 5 
Getting away from work 1 2 3 4 5 
Sharing my deer hunting skills with others 1 2 3 4 5 
Reducing stress 1 2 3 4 5 
Getting away from crowds 1 2 3 4 5 
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10. Please rate your satisfaction with the 2012-13 deer season at Allerton Park. Circle the number that 
matches your response. 
 
Very    
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Unsure Satisfied 
Very 
Satisfied 
Number of deer you saw 1 2 3 4 5 
Size of deer you saw 1 2 3 4 5 
Quality of the deer habitat 1 2 3 4 5 
Amount of shooting opportunities you had 1 2 3 4 5 
Number of bucks you saw 1 2 3 4 5 
Antler size of bucks you saw 1 2 3 4 5 
Ability to hunt the zones you wanted 1 2 3 4 5 
Quality of the racks on the bucks you saw 1 2 3 4 5 
Sign-in/sign-out procedures 1 2 3 4 5 
Overall hunting experience at Allerton Park 1 2 3 4 5 
 
11.  Please rate your level of agreement with harvest restrictions at Allerton Park. Please circle the number 
that matches your response. 
I would favor: 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree 
Slightly 
Disagree Unsure 
Slightly 
Agree Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
An antler restriction  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Limiting buck harvest to one 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Limiting doe harvest 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
12. Would you be willing to volunteer time at Allerton Park in exchange for hunting privileges? 
____ Yes ____ No (please go to Section 2)  
 
12a. If “Yes,” how much time would you be willing to volunteer? ____ Hours 
 
Section 2.  Other Deer Hunting.   Please tell us about your other deer hunting experiences during the 2012-13 
deer season.  Please report your answers to the following questions using only your personal experience. 
1.  Did you hunt deer in locations other than Allerton Park during any of the 2012-13 Illinois deer seasons 
(archery, shotgun, muzzleloader, etc.)? 
____ Yes (please go to Question 2)  ____ No 
1a.  If “No,” please give the most recent year you hunted deer in Illinois in locations other than 
Allerton Park. Please write the license year (year of the fall archery/shotgun/muzzleloader seasons) for 
the last year you hunted deer in Illinois. 
____ Year (Please go to Section 3) 
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2.  Compared to other locations where you have bow hunted, how would you rate your hunting experience at 
Allerton Park? Please circle the number that matches your response. 
Much Worse Worse Same Better Much Better 
1 2 3 4 5 
 
3.  In the table below please give the number of deer you harvested in Illinois, counties hunted, number of days 
hunted, and county you hunted most often between October 1, 2012-January 18, 2013.  Count only deer you 
retrieved; do not count deer you were not able to retrieve.  Count any part of a day hunted as 1 day.  
 
# of Antlered 
Deer 
Harvested  
# of Antlerless 
Deer 
Harvested  
Counties 
Hunted  
Total 
Days 
Hunted  
County 
Hunted 
Most Often 
Archery Seasons          
Regular Firearm Season          
Muzzleloader-only Season          
Late-winter Firearm Season 
  
        
Special CWD season          
          
4.  About how many deer have you harvested in Illinois during the past 5 years?  Count only deer you 
retrieved; do not count deer you were not able to retrieve.   
 Antlered Antlerless 
Archery Seasons ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 
Firearm Seasons ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 
Muzzleloader-only Seasons ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 
Late-winter Firearm Seasons    ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 
Special CWD Seasons ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 ___ 0  ___ 1-4  ___ 5-8  ___>8 
 
5. How do you think the total deer harvest in the county where you hunted deer most often has changed over 
the past 5 years? Please circle the number that matches your response. 
Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly No Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
6.  Do you think the total deer harvest in Illinois over the past 5 years has decreased or increased?  Please 
circle the number that matches your response. 
Decreased 
Considerably 
Decreased 
Moderately 
Decreased 
Slightly No Change 
Increased 
Slightly 
Increased 
Moderately 
Increased 
Considerably 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
30 
 
Section 3.  Attitudes Toward Deer Hunting.  Please state if you agree or disagree with the following 
statements by circling the number that matches your response. 
 
 Strongly 
Disagree 
 
Disagree 
Slightly 
Disagree 
 
Unsure 
Slightly 
Agree 
 
Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
I could not substitute any other 
activity for deer hunting. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I spend a lot of time in the off-
season planning for deer hunting. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Harvesting a trophy buck is an 
important part of why I hunt deer. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I plan vacation time around deer 
seasons. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I usually shoot at the first legal 
deer, regardless of buck or doe. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I feel Illinois should have antler 
restrictions to produce bucks with 
larger racks. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Deer hunting determines much of 
my lifestyle. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I hunt deer to put meat in the 
freezer. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Harvesting a big buck is a measure 
of a hunter’s skill. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I spend a lot of time before the 
season scouting the area I will 
hunt. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Emphasis on trophy bucks has 
ruined deer hunting. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I usually pass on shots at does in 
order to take a buck. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I would rather go deer hunting than 
do any other recreation. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Deer managers should focus on 
providing bucks with large racks. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
I hunt deer for the challenge. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
It takes skill to harvest deer. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
More emphasis should be placed 
on producing trophy deer. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Harvesting smaller bucks will help 
produce a healthy herd. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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Section 4. Background.  The following questions are important to help us understand more about the people 
involved in deer hunting in Illinois.  All responses are kept confidential. 
1. What is your county of residence?  ________________________ County 
2. Please give your age. ______ Years 
3.  What is your gender? ______ Male  ______ Female _____ Prefer not to respond 
4.  How many years total have you hunted deer in Illinois?   ______ Years 
 
5.  Which of the following describes how often you hunt deer in Illinois?  Choose one. 
 ______ Every year (please go to Question 6)  ______ Most years ______ Some but not most years 
 
5a.  If you don’t hunt every year, do you buy an Illinois hunting license each year?  
______ Yes  ______ No 
 
5b.  If you don’t hunt every year, please choose the statements below that describes your reason for not hunting. 
Please check all that apply. 
_____ Fewer deer where I hunt   _____ Didn’t draw a permit 
_____ Too expensive     _____ Lost interest 
_____ No access to places to hunt   _____ Not enough time 
_____ Deer hunting takes too much effort  _____ Medical reasons 
_____ Other (please specify) ________________________ 
 
6.  Did you purchase a crossbow in the past 12 months?  ____ Yes   ____ No 
 
7.  Did you hunt deer with a crossbow in Illinois during the second portion of the archery season (beginning 
December 3, 2012)? 
____ Yes ____ No (please go to Question 8) 
7a.  If “Yes,” did you hunt deer with a crossbow because of a disability and/or because you are 62 years 
of age or older? 
____ Yes   ____ No 
 
8. Approximately how many days do you spend preparing for deer hunting (“preparing” means target shooting, 
scouting areas to hunt, etc.)? 
 ____ none  ____ 11-20days  ____ 31-40 days   
____ 1-10 days ____ 21-30 days  ____ More than 40 days 
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9. Do you watch deer hunting shows (TV, DVDs, Internet, etc.)?  
____Yes ____ No (please go to Question 13) 
 
10.  What do you watch deer hunting shows on most often? 
 ____ Internet   ____ DVDs  ____ TV   
 
11. If you watch deer hunting shows, how often have you watched shows in the past 12 months? 
____  Every week    ____  Between 5 and 12 times in the past year   
____  About 3 times a month   ____  Less than 5 times in the past year 
 
12. Which of the following best describes your reason to watch hunting programs? Please choose one response. 
____ To learn new hunting techniques   ____ To learn about wildlife management  
____ To get ideas where to take hunting trips  ____ To see hunts in different locations 
____ To be entertained     ____ To watch trophy deer get harvested 
____ others (please specify): ________________ 
 
13. Do you belong to the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA)?  
____ Yes  ____ No  ____ No, but I’ve heard of it 
 
14. If you could have only one day to hunt, which of the following would you hunt?  Please choose ONE 
response. 
____ ducks  ____ deer (archery) ____ deer (firearm) ____ deer (muzzleloader)  
____ geese  ____ furbearers ____ pheasants ____ quail 
____ squirrels  ____ rabbits  ____ doves  ____ turkeys    
____ others (please specify): ________________ 
 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN ENVELOPE IS PROVIDED – POSTAGE-PAID 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
Your input will help us understand more about hunters and hunting at Allerton Park. 
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Appendix B 
                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                        
                     
 
May 27, 2013 
 
 
Dear Allerton Park Hunter, 
 
As a bowhunter who hunted at Allerton Park during the 2012-13 deer hunting season, we ask that you 
please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire about your hunting activities at 
Allerton Park and throughout Illinois. 
 
Results of this study will help Allerton Park managers make decisions to improve hunting opportunities 
and to better manage the Park’s deer populations.  Your response to this questionnaire is completely 
voluntary and confidential, and by responding you will help us effectively manage deer and deer hunting 
in Illinois. 
 
This survey is limited to Allerton Park hunters.  Please take 15 minutes to complete the enclosed 
questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is provided for you to return the questionnaire to us. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1816 South Oak Street,  
Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
 
 
ILLINOIS NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY 
Prairie Research Institute 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                        
                     
 
June 24, 2013 
 
 
Dear Allerton Park Hunter, 
 
As a bowhunter who hunted at Allerton, you have been asked to provide information about your deer 
hunting activities.  We recently mailed you a survey questionnaire regarding your hunting experiences at 
Allerton Park and throughout Illinois during the 2012-13 deer season.  We have not received your 
completed questionnaire.  If you have returned this questionnaire, we thank you. Perhaps you misplaced 
the questionnaire, so we have provided an additional questionnaire for you to complete and return to us. 
 
If you have not returned your completed questionnaire to us, please do so as soon as possible. The 
information you and other hunters provide is vital for proper management of the Allerton Park and 
allows us to safeguard deer populations while maximizing hunting opportunities. 
 
Please take 15 minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire.  A stamped envelope is provided for you 
to return the questionnaire to us. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1816 South Oak Street,  
Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
ILLINOIS NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY 
Prairie Research Institute 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
 
 
